
Monsrgnor Canon George Wallis, lg}4-1950
SlNcr rsr pARrsH began I00 vears aso
Monsignor Wallis waa Rector 

-for 
moie

than a quarter of that time-26j years.
Monsignor was born in London on

February l5th, 1873. He was educated
at the French Seminary in Rome and
at the Beda College. and was ordained
in the Basilica of St" John Lateran on
May 27th. 1899. From his srudenr
days he acquired a French accent which
he always retained, and from his long
stay in Rome a love of the Eterna'i
City which was such a marked feature
of his character. As a student he
liked to assist ar the various litursical
f unctions, especially as they i,ere
carried out in lhe great basilicas. and
in this wa-v he developed a verv
thorough and accurate knowledge oi
the liturgy. Hence it was that aftEr his
return from Rome he was appointed to
Westminster Cathedral, wheie he was
Master of Ceremonies from t90l-1913.
lt brought him great joy to supervise
the arrangements for the Eucharistic
Congress of 1908. and also the verv
complicated ceremonies for the conse-
cration of the Cathedral in 1910.

_ After nearly twelve years at the
Cathedral, he decided to leave London
and to devote himself to more pastoral
y.ork. For this purpose he 

- 
offered

himself to Bishop ' Amigo. rvho
appointed hinr first'as chapliin ro rhe
Little Sisters of the Poor-in the Old
Shoreham Road, then in 1924 as parish
priest of St. Mary Magdalen's.'He
became a Canon of the Southwark
Chapter in 1936 and a Domestic prelate
in 1949, the year of his golden jubilee in
the priesthood. He had been 

- a paoal
Chanrberlain since 1905.

During his long years here his fatherly
way won-him to his people. Among his
many achievements was the high-and
efficient standard of altar servine which
he built up fronr the beginning. Iie loved
to invite veteran foreign miisionaries to
his pulpit to appeal for alms for their
mission fields and to acquaint his

p.tge eightee,l

parishioners with the progress of the
gospel.

From his own education abroad and
kept conversant with European thousht
and practice. Monsignor Wailis stron-elv
held the view lhat wE had much ro lea-rn
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from the better aspects of continental
Catholicity, and that-an adaptation of the
soirituality and liturgical ways of the con-
tlnent to our needs would make us less
insular and better Catholics. perhaps our
entry into the Common Markei will.
among other things. bring about that
closer tie wirh Calholic Europe which
Monsignor so desired.

Death came somewhat suddenly to
Monsignor Wallis. He was hurried to
hospital for an appendicitis operation,
complications set in, and he died in the
early hours of December l2th. 1950.

(continued at foot of page nineteen)



The ktdy Chupel

Father Sntith consecrated the Parish to the Imnuculate Heart of Mury on luly 2nd,
1962.

"lt is our wish that tlis consecration be ftutde in every parish. And we are conftdent tlut
blessittgs and lavours lrom heaven will ,,follow in abundance front this public consecru-
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lcorttittued front puge eiRhtecnl

Bishop Cowderoy presided at his
Requiem. and he was buried at Hove
Cenretery.

Westminster Cathedral had not for-
gotten the architect of her ceremonies. and
the Westminster Cathedral Chronicle in
January, 1951, contained this tribute to
his memory: "The name of Monsignor
Wallis u'ill long be held in honour for the

excellent tradition which he set up during
his residence here, and which is deeply
appreciated by all who frequent the
Cathedral and follow the Sacred Liturgy.
The high reputation which Westminster
Cathedral enjoys throughout the world
for the dignity and care with which its
solemn cerenronies are carried out is, in
_great measure. to be attributed to him".
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