
Father Frederick Wilderspin, 1909-1913
Fnsnrnrcx WrlnrnsprN wAS born in
Cambridge in 1865. He became a scfrooi
teacher and for a short period taueht
French and Latin at Midhrirst Cramrfr"i
School, having H. G. Weils as a colleaeue
on the teaching sraff. While ar Midhirst
he met a Catholic priest who sreatlv
influenced him: he lift ttre sctroJl-ani
shortly afterwards became a Catholic" In
his Autobiograph-v Wells make mention
of WilCerspin's conversion and describes
a- meeting with him many years later:
"Years after, when I hah 

-a 
home in

Woking. Wilderspin flickered back into my
life for a few da_vs as a full fledeei
itinerant priest. He called to r.. -."-inJ

Father Frederick Wilderspin

he seemed to be needy, hungry, and
uncomfortable. He told me he h-ad to go
into the oddest of quarters among tfie
faithful, and that recently he had iound
the nest of a mouse in a 6ed he had been
-eiven. .lle -gave me the impression of
being still sli_ehtly astonished ar rhe lifehe was leadine and the nrental and
material disciplines to which he was sub-jected. We tixed for him to come ro
dinner, and he showed the keenest interest
in planning the menu. We chose a day
unrestricted by _any fasts and disciplinei.
He came: we feasted" talked ovef Mid-
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hurst and the school and the bovs"
laughed together more abundantly than ive
had ever done before. drank, smbked and
parted cordially. It was evidentlv a spreefor him. After which I never saw nor
heard of him again".

The parishioners of St. Marv Maeda_
len's knew Father Wilderspin iu. bJtt..
than H. G. Wells, and very different was
their estimate of him. He was ordained
on September 2lst, 1889, and served in
various parishes in the diocese: as a
curate at the Cathedral and at Camber-
well. and as Rector at Sheerness- Uooer
Norwood, and Rotherhithe. For some
years he had also been Diocesan Inspector
of Schools. Quiet and pleasairt in
nranner. Father Wilderspin was grear.ly
Ioved. There are many still in Br]ehton
with memories of a viiit to hinr in"their
problems and difficulties: he was alwavs
ready with a helping hand and the unfail-
rng sympathetic word of counsel. consola-
tion, and encouragement.

The Children of Mary and the Catholic
Women's League he stlrted and directed
during his years here. An accomplished
musician. he often did duty at the orsan
and in the choir. and he *at u sr;at
lupporter of rhe Brighton Muniiipal
Orchestra.

Father- Wilderspin had long wanted to
go -on pilgrimage ro the Holy Land, and
early in l9l3 he fulfilled this ambition.
His diary revealed that while in palestine
he said Mass at all the shrines there. and
every Mass was offered for the welfare of
his parishioners. On the way home he
contracted typhoid fever " either in
I)amascus or Constantinople and arrived
back in _Brighton in a very serious con-
dition. He was taken to a irlursins Home
where he died on June l8rh, 1913.-BishoD
Amigo presided at his Requiem. and h'e
was buried in the Extra-Mural Cemterv
close to Father Otdham and Father
Crispin.


